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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES OFFICE

111 SOUTH 38th STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19104-3179

(215) 895-3450

ARCHDIOCESAN CEMETERIES

Cathedral Cemetery — 48th and Lancaster Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19131 ...ocioiiiiiiiiiiiiieinnns (215) 477-8918
Established 1849

New Cathedral Cemetery — Second and Butler Streets
Philadelphia, PA 19140 .........ocoviiinnn ., (215) 634-3212
Established 1868

Holy Cross Cemetery — 626 Baily Road

Yeadon, PA 19150 .....cciiviiiiiiiiiiiian (610) 626-2206
Established 1890

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery — Cheltenham Avenue and Ivy Hill Road
Philadelphia, PA 19118 ......ooovviviieiinann . (215) 247-0691
Established 1892 '

Calvary Cemetery — Gulph and Matsonford Roads

West Conshohocken, PA 19428 ....... S (610) 525-2214
Established 1945

SS. Peter and Paul Cemetery — 1600 S. Sproul Road
Springfield, PA 19064 ..........oeovvviviiiinann. (610) 544-4933
Established 1957

Resurrection Cemetery — 5201 Hulmeville Road

Bensalem, PA 19020 .......ooovvviiiiiiinnnns, (215) 639-0965
Established 1959

Saint John Neumann Cemetery — 3797 County Line Road
Chalfont, PA 18914 .....cocoviiiiiiiiiinnn., (215) 822-0680
Established 1983

All Saints Cemetery — Route 413 at Twining Bridge Road
Newtown, Bucks County, PA

For future use.

All Souls Cemetery — 3215 Manor Road

Coatesville, PA 19320 ...ocoovvvviiiiiinninnnn, (484) 288-6140
Established 2008

Holy Savior Cemetery — West Grove, Chester County

For future use.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Cemetery — Township Line Road
and Market Street ‘

Linwood, PA 19061 .....coovvviiiiiiiiinninnnn, (610) 497-1315
St. Michael Cemetery — 1811 Edgemont Avenue

Chester, PA 19013 . ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeannnn, (215) 895-3450
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PREAMBLE

From the time that the Sacred Body of Our Crucified
Savior was held in the tomb to await the hour of His glorious
Resurrection, the Church has been most solicitous to surround
with an atmosphere of Christian faith and reverence the burial
of those who will rise with Christ. In the Mass of Christian
Burial and Final Commendation and Farewell at the grave, the
Church gives voice to her belief in the Christian Doctrines of
the Resurrection of the body, the Communion of Saints, and
life everlasting; but as a further seal and symbol of that faith
she sets apart and blesses the place in which the bodies of her
faithful departed await the day of Resurrection.

In the very earliest days Mother Church found it necessary
to make rules and regulations which would protect the sacred
places and the relics laid therein. She could not and would
not allow anything within the holy precincts which would
desecrate them, lessen their beauty, or bring dishonor on the
dead.

To insure the sacred character of the Philadelphia Diocesan
Cemeteries of the Latin Rite in accord with the mind and
traditional practice of the Church, and to establish and main-
tain good order, the following rules and regulations are in effect.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF
PHILADELPHIA DIOCESAN CEMETERIES

For the mutual protection and benefit of plot holders in
Philadelphia Diocesan Cemeteries, the Archbishop of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia of the Latin Rite hereby
adopts the following rules and regulations. All plot holders and
persons within the cemeteries, and all plots shall be subject to
said rules and regulations and such amendments and alterations
thereof or additions thereto as shall be adopted by the said
Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia
of the Latin Rite from time to time; and the reference to these
rules and regulations in the document conveying the right of
interment shall have the same force and effect as if set forth
in full therein.

I. DEFINITIONS

1. The term *‘Cemetery Authorities’’ shall mean the person
duly appointed to conduct and administer the cemeteries
owned and operated by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

2. The term ‘““Cemetery’’ as used herein shall mean all the
property for earth burial and public mausolea for crypt
entombments. Private or Family mausolea shall be
specifically mentioned.

3. The term “‘Plot Holder’’ shall include the person or per-
sons who have purchased interment rights or who hold
same by right of inheritance or transfer.

« 4. The term “‘Interment’’ shall herein mean earth burial,
burial in an underground vault or entombment in a crypt.

5. ““Grave’’ shall mean a space of ground in the cemetery
used, for the burial of human remains.

6. ““Crypt’’ shall mean the part of a mausolea used, or in-
tended to be used, for the burial of human remains.

7. The term “‘Plot’’ shall include and apply to one or more
than one adjoining grave or to one or more than one ad-
joining crypt. -

8. The term ‘‘Deed’’ shall mean only the grant of the privilege
of interment and not a conveyance of any ownership or
tenancy. It does not convey any owner-ship or other in-

terest in the grave or graves or crypt or crypts to which
it refers. '



9. The term ‘‘Memorial’’ shall include monument, tomb-
stone, headstone, grave marker or tablet, or inscription
on crypt front or fronts, for one or more deceased persons.

10. The term ‘‘Foundation’’ shall mean the base on which a
memorial 1s erected.

Il. PURPOSE OF CEMETERY

The purpose of the Diocesan Cemeteries is to provide for
the burial of the Faithful according to the rules and discipline
of the Catholic Church. Questions regarding the interpretation
of Canons of the Catholic Church, its rules and discipline as
they relate to the burial privileges of a plot holder and members
of his or her family shall be decided exclusively by the Arch-
bishop of the Latin Rite Archdiocese of Philadelphia. The
decision of the Archbishop shall be final.

lll. ADMISSION TO CEMETERY

1. The Cemetery Authorities reserve the right to refuse ad-
mission to a cemetery and to refuse the use of any of the
cemetery’s equipment or facilities at any time to any per-
son or persons as the rules and judgment may dictate.

2. The body of a deceased person or cremated remains will
not be accepted for entombment or iterment unless it is
encased in a suitable container.

3. The remains of any person who has died of an infectious
or contagious disease shall be permitted to be entombed
in a public mausoleum only with the express consent of
the cemetery authorities and provided that there be no pro-
hibition against such entombment by any public health
authority.

IV. ARRANGEMENT FOR FUNERALS AND INTERMENTS

1. The Cemetery Authorities shall have the right to request
those wishing to make a selection of a plot or crypt, or
to arrange for an interment to call the cemetery office in
ample time to complete arrangements before closing time
of such cemetery office.

2. All arrangements for burials and purchase of burial
privileges shall be completed through the main office of
Diocesan Cemeteries located at 111 South 38th Street,




Philadelphia. Arrangements for purchase of mausoleum
crypts in Diocesan Cemeteries shall be made through the
office of the cemetery in which the particular mausoleum
is located.

. All arrangements for interment or purchase of interment
privileges made by a plot holder through a funeral director
or other agent shall be binding on said plot holder.

. Funerals shall not be admitted to the cemeteries when they
are escorted or accompanied by regalia or banners of
societies, organizations, or lodges which are banned by
Ecclesiastical Law. Certain fraternal or lodge services not
otherwise forbidden by Church Law may be permitted by
- the Cemetery Authorites provided specific permission is
obtained a reasonable time in advance.

. The Cemetery Authorities may accept a request for an in-
terment or opening of a plot for any purpose on proper
written authorization from any plot holder of record, unless
there are written instructions to the contrary on file in the
main office of the cemeteries. To avoid serious inconve-
nience, the Cemetery Authorities may accept for the plot
holder a telegraphed interment authorization.

. The Cemetery Authorities shall not be responsible for any
order given by telephone or any mistake occurring from
the lack of proper instructions as to the size of the casket,
or as to the particular grave or crypt location where in-
terment is to be made. The Cemetery Authorities reserve
the right to make an equitable charge whenever additional
labor costs result from such mistakes.

. The Cemetery Authorities shall be in no way liable for
any delay in the interment of a body where a protest to
the interment has been made, or where the rules and regula-
tions have not been complied with, or where said rules
and regulations shall forbid such interment and further,
said Cemetery Authorities reserve the right under such
circumstances to have the body placed in a receiving vault
until full rights have been determined. Any protest may
be required to be in writing and filed in the main office
of the cemeteries.

. Created remains may not be entombed in a crypt in a public
mausoleum unless the Cemetery Authority specifically
designates special niches for such entombment.



V. INTERMENT / DISINTERMENT PROCEDURES

1.

All funerals on entering the cemeteries shall be under the
exclusive charge and sole direction of the Cemetery
Authorities.

. A burial permit for each funeral as required by the local

government or public authority having jurisdiction of the
matter must be presented to the Cemetery Authorities
before interment is completed.

. The Cemetery Authorities shall not be liable for the burial

permit or responsible for the accuracy of the data con-
tained in said permit or for the identity of the person to
be interred. |

. The Cemetery Authorities reserve the right to demand

written evidence of eligibility for Catholic burial accor-
ding to the norms of Canon Law.

. The casket may not be opened at any time within the

cemetery without the express permission (and in the
presence) of the Cemetery Authorities. The Cemetery
Authorities reserve the right to refuse permission to anyone
to open the casket or to touch the body without the con-
sent of the legal representative of the deceased or without
a court order. In the event necessity requires, the Cemetery
Authorities may take appropriate steps to correct any
obnoxious or improper conditions. All caskets which are
to be placed in public mausolea must have a name plate
or the inscription of the name of the deceased on the top.

. Disinterments are generally forbidden and will be per-

mitted only in unusual circumstances and for the most
serious reason.

. The Cemetery Authorities shall exercise due caution in

making a disinterment and removal, but they shall assume
no liability for the damage to any casket or burial case
incurred in making the disinterment and removal,

. The Cemetery Authorities shall have the right to designate

the hour and manner in which interments, disinterments,
and removals will or will not be permitted. All interments,
disinterments, and removals shall be subject to the pay-
ment of such charges as shall be fixed by the Cemetery
Authorities.

. All interments and removals subject to these rules and

regulations shall also be subject to the orders and laws

4.




of the properly constituted civil authorities whether of the
local, county, state, or federal government.

10. Flowers may be arranged at the site of an interment, but
must be delivered in sufficient time before the arrival of
a funeral. Floral designs shall conform to Catholic thought
and practice. No floral arrangements, banners, candles
or other decoration may remain at a crypt in a public
mausoleum after interment.

VI. CORRECTION OF ERRORS

The Cemetery Authorities reserve the right to correct errors
made by them in the sale or description of interment rights or
plots, or in making interments or disinterments. The Cemetery
Authorities may either cancel such transfer and substitute in lieu
thereof other interment rights or plot selected by them in their
discretion in a similar location, so far as is possible, or in their
discretion they may refund any monies paid for the purchase
of interment privileges. If such error also involves the interment
of the remains of any person, the Cemetery Authorities reserve
the right to reinter the remains in another plot of equal value
in a new location selected as above provided.

VII. INSTRUCTIONS TO PLOT HOLDERS AND PLOT
HOLDERS’ RIGHTS

1. Persons arranging for interments must visit the cemetery
where the Cemetery Authorities will aid them in making
the necessary arrangements.

2. The Cemetery Authorities reserve the right to specify the
terms of purchase of all interment rights in plots and to
fix the number of interments allocated to a plot.

3. If the purchaser fails to carry out the terms of the pur-
chase agreement, the Cemetery Authorities may declare
said agreement cancelled and all rights of the purchaser
in and to the plot forfeited.

4. No coping, curbing, fencing, hedging, borders, or
enclosures of any kind shall be allowed around the plot.
The Cemetery Authorities reserve the right without prior
notice to remove same if so erected, planted, or placed.

5. The Cemetery Authorities reserve the right to remove
without prior notice enclosures previously erected Wthh
have become unsightly or dangerous.



10.

11.

12.

. If the deed of the plot has been lost or mislaid, an affidavit

sworn to before a Notary Public must be presented in
which the person claiming rights to interment privileges
in said plot must identify himself, establish his rights to
said plot and state no other party has prior or equal rights
to said plot.

. In case of the loss of a deed to a plot, a ‘‘voucher’’ may

be issued to the person who has established legal right to
it after satisfactory proof of said loss has been presented
to the main office located at 111 South 38th Street,
Philadelphia. 19104-3179.

. Interment of non-Catholic spouses of an inter-faith mar-

riage may be permitted, but such interments shall be sub-
ject in each instance to a letter from a priest stating that
the non-Catholic party is worthy of interment in a Catholic
cemetery, and subject also to permission from the Arch-
bishop of Philadelphia.

. The use of a plot is for the plot holder or plot holder’s

relatives for interment purposes only and subject to the
provisions of Article II hereof and not for resale or profit.
By special permission of the Archbishop, a person not a
member of the plot holder’s family may be interred in said
plot, but in no case shall a plot holder have any right to
sell, transfer, exchange, or in any manner dispose of said
plot or any part thereof of any right or interest therein or
any use of said plot without written permission of the
Archbishop of Philadelphia.

The transferral of a body kept in a vault or interred in a
cemetery to a non-Catholic cemetery or other non-Catholic
place or receptacle is forbidden.

Bodies interred in blessed ground of one of our Catholic
cemeteries may not be removed without the permission of
the Archbishop to ground not blessed unless there was no
valid reason for the burial in blessed ground in the first
instance.

In the event of death of a plot holder, any and all privileges
of the plot holder shall pass to the plot holder’s family
in the following manner:

a. The spouse of an owner of any plot containing more
than one interment space has a vested right of interment
of his (or her) remains in the plot subject to the pro-
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visions of Article .II hereof and number 9 of this Article
VII. <

b. If the plot holder shall have filed written instructions
at the main office of the cemeteries as to which member
or members of his (or her) family shall succeed to the
right of said plot, said instructions shall be recognized
by the Cemetery Authorities and will be followed if
in the sole judgment of said Cemetery Authorities such
instructions are definite, reasonable, and practicable,
subject however to a vested right of interment of the
surviving spouse.

c. If no valid or sufficient written instruction shall have
been filed in such office and the plot holder has left
instructions in a will, duly admitted to a probate, in
a court having jurisdiction thereof, subject, however,
to a vested right of interment of a surviving spouse,
such instructions shall control provided they are not in
conflict with the cemeteries’ rules and regulations then
in force and provided the main office of the cemeteries
is furnished with proof of the same.

d. In the absence of valid and sufficient written instruction
filed at said office by the plot holder or duly probated
will, the rights of interment shall devolve upon those
entitled to succeed thereto by the intestate laws of the
State of Pennsylvania.

VIIl. SERVICE CHARGES AND PAYMENTS

1.

The Cemetery Authorities shall have the right to fix a
charge and time of payment for each interment, disinter-
ment, removal, plot transferred or returned; and for the
performance of any other service rendered by the Cemetery
Authorities; and all work in connection with such service
shall be subject to the determination and supervision of
the Cemetery Authorities.

. Permits for free interment in a grave will not be issued

unless the application is accompanied by the certificate
of Christian burial, with the seal of the parish church
affixed, together with a letter from the pastor of the de-
ceased stating that the latter is deserving of free interment.

. Application for free service charges or for special con-

sideration in service charges must be accompanied with a







